BLACK PRIDE

PARIS 2026

THE GLOBAL BLACK
QUEER ASSEMBLY

Human Rights & Health Conference

Day 1- Thursday, 10 September

Power. Culture. Innovation.

Global Black Pride, Paris: 9 -13 September 2026

TIME OPENING CEREMONY THEME SPEAKER
T —
09:30 - 09:55 Welcome Coffee
09:55 -10:00 Formal Welcome & Housekeeping Mariana Benenge
Flags: Francophone Africa (Sénégal, Ivory Coast,
.00 - 10- . Bénin, Gabon) and anglophone Africa (Kenya,
10:00 -10:10 Procession Of Flags POWER Ethiopia); Caribbean (Haiti, Guadeloupe, Curacao,
French Guaina); La Réunion
i . | | Alexandra Cordebard,
10:10 - 10:25 Local Host Welcome POWER 10th District of Paris' Mayor
Annah Bikouloulou
10:25 - 10:30 Local Host Welcome POWER o .
Deputy Mayor, City of Paris
. . Rikki Nathanson, VP, GBP
10:30 - 10:35 Convener Welcome INNOVATION Thomas Ologo, Board, GBGMC
10:35 -10:45 Moment of Remembrance & Solidarity CULTURE Mariana Benenge & Rev Jide Macaulay,
The House of Rainbow
10:45 - 10:50 European Political Voice POWER Melissa Camara, ,
Member of the European Parliament
10:50 - 10:55 Diplomatic Remarks POWER Jean-Marc Berthon,
French LGBT Ambassador
10:55 - 11:00 Closing Keynote / Call to Action INNOVATION | Micheal Ighodaro
11:00 - .15 Official Photo & Bridge Networking All speakers & dignitaries
11:15 - 13:00 Networking Break / Lunch
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The Global Black Queer Assembly - Human Rights & Health
Conference - Power. Culture. Innovation.
Global Black Pride, Paris: 9 -13 September 2026

Day 1- Thursday, 10 September

TIME THEMATIC TRACK SESSIONS THEME SPEAKER
13:00 - 13:55 FR/ENG) OPENING PLENARY POWER Moderator - Marame Kane
"Building Inclusive Democracies: Public Contributors - Claire Lallemand, CNCDH; Melissa
Institutions, Civil Society and the Private Camara, European Parliament; Michaela Mou,
Sector Against Racism and LGBTQIA+ European Commission; Emmanuelle Campos,
Discrimination” Eramet

This opening plenary brings together representatives of public institutions, the European Union, civil society, and the private
sector to examine their respective - and shared - responsibilities in advancing equality. The session will explore what
meaningful institutional leadership looks like when combating racism and LGBTQIA+ discrimination; how laws, policies,
workplaces, and public services can respond to the lived realities of Black LGBTQIA+ people; and how cross-sector
partnerships can move beyond statements of solidarity toward measurable change.

14:00 - 15:30 (ENG) - "QUEER POWER IN CRISIS POWER Moderator - Noor Sultan
Organizing Amid Funding Cuts and Contributors - Rikki Nathanson, Outright
Anti-Gender Backlash in Africa" International; Crystal Hendricks, ILGA World;
Outright Action International Yvee Oduor, GALCK+; Clare Byarugaba,
Chapter Four

This interactive session will present an overview of the queer organizing landscape in Africa, with a particular focus on LBQ,
trans, and intersex groups, and surface strategies from activists, allies, and other stakeholders in fighting anti-gender backlash
and advancing rights and inclusion amid a restrictive funding and organizing landscape.

15:30 - 16:30 (ENG) - "ARCHITECTURES OF RADICAL CARE: CULTURE Moderator - Monroe France
Psychological Safety and Holistic Contributors - Damon L. Williams Jr. ;Lisa
Well-Being for our Collective Futures" Coleman; Chiké Frankie Edozien

This panel rejects traditional boundaries of advocacy by asserting that a crisis of this scale cannot be solved in silos. We call
for an intentional, multi-sector ecosystem where Black LGBTQ+ leaders, activists, artists, scholars, policy makers, and elected
officials collaborate directly to address the mental health and well-being crises in our communities across global locations. We
must recognize our own distinct spheres of influence and dismantle the dangerous myth that mental health is a luxury or a
post-liberation afterthought. Instead, we explicitly integrate holistic well-being as a non-negotiable, foundational component
of achieving liberation, justice, and collective Black Joy.

16:30 - 17:30 (FR/ENG) - "THE NEXT GENERATION INNOVATION | Moderator - Marame Kane

ANSWERS: Redefining Belonging" Contributors Megane, Les Gawas; Taj
Donville-Outerbridge; Terry Grimoire, Pilon de
La Réunion , House of Guramayle; BiFwi
Centre; LGBT Guadeloupe;

The Next Generation Answers: Redefining Belonging centers the voices, analysis, and imagination of young Black LGBTQIA+
people. Rather than treating youth as the “leaders of tomorrow,” the session recognizes them as organizers, cultural workers,
innovators, and rights-holders leading change now. The conversation will explore how young people understand belonging and
citizenship; how racist and restrictive immigration systems affect their safety, opportunity, and sense of home; and what
institutions, schools, governments, funders, and movements must do to support their rights and leadership.

17:30 - 17:45 Break
17:45 - 19:00 (ENG/ FR) CLOSING PLENARY POWER Moderator - Oliver Anene
"The Power of PRIDE: A Frank Discussion" Contributors - Nyira Hens, Antwerp Pride of

Color; Naomie Pieter, Amsterdam Black Pride;
Alexus D'Marco, Bahamas Pride; Pride des
Banlieues; Kreyol Pride

The conversation will examine how Black and community-led Prides sustain themselves; build safety amid racism,
anti-LGBTQIA+ hostility, and political backlash; develop relationships with public authorities and mainstream Pride
organizations; and protect the political integrity of Pride while making room for joy, artistry, celebration, and intergenerational
connection. It will also ask a forward-looking question: what must Pride become if it is to remain a movement for liberation
rather than merely an annual event?
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The Global Black Queer Assembly - Human Rights & Health
Conference - Power. Culture. Innovation.
Global Black Pride, Paris: 9 -13 September 2026

Day 2 — Friday, 11 September

TIME THEMATIC TRACK SESSIONS THEME SPEAKER

09:30 - 09:55 Welcome Coffee

10:00 - 10:15 French Political Voice POWER Daniéle Obono, French Member of Parliament
10:15 - 11:00 (ENG) OPENING PLENARY POWER Moderator - Micheal Ighodaro
"How DId We Get Here?" Contributors - Alexus D'Marco, Richard
Lusimbo, Uganda KPC, Nate Brown, Pan
Africa ILGA

How Did We Get Here? is a conversation about the political conditions that shape Black LGBTIQ+ lives and the activism that
has made greater visibility, legal recognition, community infrastructure, and international solidarity possible. It asks
participants to look honestly at the past and present: What forces have fueled the backlash against bodily autonomy, sexual
orientation, gender identity and expression, and sex characteristics? What lessons can be drawn from movement histories
across Africa and the diaspora? And what does it mean to be visible when visibility can bring both affirmation and heightened
exposure to violence, surveillance, stigma, or political attack?

11:00 -12:00 (ENG/FR) "NOBODY IS FREE UNTIL ALL OF US INNOVATION | Moderator - Monroe France
ARE FREE": Co-Constructing Radical Contributors - Trans'Actions Guadeloupe,
Intersectional & Cross-Generational Black Rev Jide Macaulay, Rikki Nathanson,
Gender Liberation Movements Dr. Lisa Coleman

Drawing directly from their ground-level work as leading scholars, activists, and practitioners, panelists will share concrete
case examples from their respective contexts across Europe, Africa, North America, and the Caribbean. The conversation
addresses the acute pressures facing Black women and trans women globally, institutional targeting in the workplace, rigid
gender expectations placed on Black boys, and systemic barriers—including health disparities and global resource
defunding—that disproportionately affect Black queer men, trans women, and aging elders.

12:00 -13:00 ENG/FR) "WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO? POWER Moderator - Monroe France

Envisoning the Future of OUR Movement Contributors - Hosh Ibrahim; Kouraj Haiti
Hetera Estimphil; Vincent Jones; Micheal
Ighodaro; Marame Kane

“What Are We Going To Do? Envisioning the Future of OUR Movement” will convene Black LGBTQI+ movement leaders,
organizers, advocates, thinkers, and culture-makers to explore the political, organizational, and imaginative work required for
the next chapter of collective struggle. The discussion will move beyond diagnosis. Rather than solely cataloguing threats,
panelists and participants will identify practical strategies, shared commitments, and bold visions for strengthening Black
LGBTQI+ movements across regions. The conversation will center the knowledge of those who have long sustained
communities in hostile contexts, while making room for emerging leaders whose perspectives, organizing models, and
demands are reshaping the movement.

13:30 - 14:00 Break
14:00 - 15:00 (FR/ENG) - "FROM INVISIBILITY TO INNOVATION Bisi Alimi, Wikimedia LGBTQ+
REPRESENTATION: Who Gets to Tell Black Natacha Rault, les sans pagEs

LGBTIQ+ Stories?"

This session explores the vital role of the Wikimedia ecosystem as a digital public good in closing the representation gap for
Black LGBTIQ+ communities online. Despite the internet's vast reach, marginalized voices—specifically at the intersection of
race, gender, and sexual orientation—remain significantly underrepresented or misrepresented in mainstream knowledge
platforms. Through a collaborative lens, we will discuss how open knowledge projects serve as powerful tools for cultural
preservation, counter-narrative building, and historical justice, ensuring that Black LGBTIQ+ histories, struggles, and
achievements are documented accurately and authentically by and for the community.

15:00 -17:00 PHOTOCALL WITH WIKIMEDIA LGBTQ+ INNOVATION | Wikimedia LGBTQ+
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